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Good evening everyone.

I am the Program Manager for the Derelict Vessel Removal Program at the Department of Natural Resources 
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The Derelict Vessel Removal Program is small part of the Dept of Natural Resources. We work closely with the rest of our agency, the Department of Ecology, US Coast Guard and other agencies to try to address problems presented by the abandoned and derelict vessels in our waters.

What is the DNR’s Derelict Vessel Removal Program? 
The Derelict Vessel Removal Program has three main responsibilities associated with removing vessels up to 200 feet long. 
1 Remove and dispose of derelict or abandoned vessels found in Washington State’s waters. DNR removes vessels on a priority basis with those in danger of sinking or posing a threat to human health or safety highest on the list. 
2 Manage program operations 
◗ Reimburse authorized public entities up to 90 percent of the cost of vessel removal and disposal. The remaining 10 percent can be in in-kind services such as personnel time and equipment use provided by the public entity. 
◗ Manage the Derelict Vessel Removal Account 
◗ Provide guidance and assistance to authorized public entities and the public. 
3 Maintain the derelict vessel inventory database that holds information on all of the vessels reported since the program began in 2002. 
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The owner of a vessel is financially liable for removal.  

The Derelict Vessel Act provides statewide authority for removal and disposal of vessels that meet certain criteria. DNR can remove the vessels, as can WDFW, State Parks, and cities, counties and public ports.   There is a seizure process, which takes from about 30 days to two months to complete for each vessel.  The statute provides authority for emergency actions if a vessel is in immediate danger of sinking, breaking up, blocking navigation or poses an imminent threat to human health and safety if the owner isn’t immediately identifiable or available. 

The Derelict Vessel Removal Account is funded by recreational vessel registration.  The account can be used for reimbursing public agencies up to 90% of removal and disposal costs.  Private marinas are not eligible unless they are working through their local government. 



WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL RESOURCES dnr.wa.gov




RCW 79.100.010

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF

 NATURAL RESOURCES dnr.wa.gov



Presenter
Presentation Notes

This explains the definition of Abandoned Vessel and Derelict Vessel according to the law. In order to utilized the Derelict Vessel Removal Act the vessel must meet the definition of abandoned or derelict. 
 
Abandoned doesn’t mean the owner abandoned the boat.  It means they can be known or unknown and are unwilling or unable to take control of their vessel.  And the vessel has been moored more than 30 days or more than a total of 90 days in a 365 day period.  

Derelict means the owner is known and exerts control of the vessel, but hasn’t moved it contrary to the moorage laws, has left it for seven consecutive days and it is in dander of sinking, obstructing waterways or endangering life or property.  (Example: Port Gamble vessel that ran aground, then ended up on the jetty.  Eelgrass restoration site.)
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Day 0 – Dec 10, 2021 (pictures are taken of the posting to show it was posted prior to touching the vessel and that we followed the RCW’s for custody)
Day 1 to 7 – Dec 10 through Dec 17, 2021
Day 10 to 20 – On or after Dec 20 but not after Dec 30
Day 30 – January 10, 2022 
Day 60 – Since 30 days after January 10, is February 10, 2021 If any of these dates feel on a weekend or holiday because we don’t work on those days we would push the dates out. If you do work those days then you don’t have to move it.

Following the RCW is the only way to ensure your agency sheds liability. 


www.eho.wa.gov/Documents/Pamphlet PCHB.pdf

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL RESOURCES

e RATURAL REsources

NOTICE OF INTENT TO OBTAIN CUSTODY
VESSEL “Kokua”, with USCG # 3

‘The Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has declared the vessel Kokua, with USCG # 2
derelict or sbandaned.

(Custody Date). Afte taking custody, DNR may we or

DINR itends o take custody of the vessel on January 10, 2
dizpoza The

T order to keep the vessel, the owner must take one of the following actions before the Custody Date:
+ Move itto an anchorag or
+ Remove the vessel from fhe wrater.

Kb after DN or wants the
¢ flea Pl | Hearings Board (PCHB) and serve 2 copy on DNR.
Addresce: are in the boxe: below:
and one copy)
Physical address: 1111 Isroel Road Department of Natural Resources
Turwater, WA 98501 Aquatic Resources Division
Mailing address: 20003 1111 Washington Street SE
Olympia, WA 98504-0903 POBox 47027
Phone: 360-664 9160 Olympia WA 36504 7027
‘The appeal must includs the following informafion:
* A copy of this notice or a copy of the nofification letter to the owner
- T dlegal ifapplicable, e d

+ A daytime phone mumber.
+ A bref statement why you are appealing

+ A statement of what you want the Pollution Control Hearings Board to do.

+ Yoursig your repr This signature of the appeal is tme.

See /Board/PCHE or call the PCHB 1 questions

Th February 10, 2022 (Appeal
Date). The owner waives the right to a hearine if the PCHB does not receive an appeal on or before the Appeal
Date. The owner is then iable for any costs incurred by DNR in responding to the vessel. These costs may include
by DNR, 1 and J costs, 204
» by the vessel I there s 2 Law suit, attomeys

fees and costs.

DINR als0 may pursue any ofber rernedies avilsble under aw. For exampl y

veszel under o cirmrstences descibed i the Revized Codl of Washizgtan (RCW) 75,100,040,

DINR is ki this action undes the authority of Chapie 79.100 RCW. Yo can fad  sopy of his law saline at
bty ispps leg o, o RCW/defonlt sspacite=70,10 o more information regarding this
action, conéact DNR's Derelict Vessel Kemoval Program at (360) 901-1574 or DVRR@dnr wa gov

dnr.wa.go
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The PCHB is lenient on vessel owners but they do ask that they try and follow the statute. The PCHB is not lenient on agencies. It is for that reason we would rather stop a custody action and restart it if a deadline was missed. 

http://www.eho.wa.gov/Documents/Pamphlet_PCHB.pdf

1 | Emergency

2 | Non-emergency
threats

3 | Vessels impacting
habitat

4 | Minor navigation or
economic impact

5 | Other

6 | Abandoned in
boatyards

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF

<3) NATURAL RESOURCES

Vessels sinking, dragging anchor, badly anchored/moored, beached
and breaking up, sunk in a navigation channel, presenting
environmental risk such as leaking fuel or other hazardous mats

Vessels sunk near a boat launch, beached near a public access
area, abandoned and unattended in an area of high current or
vessel traffic, need to be pumped continuously to stay afloat and
are not tied to shore power, sunk where they are a hazard to small
vessel navigation

Vessels that poses a direct threat to elements of the natural
environment, federally listed, spawning areas, protected plant or
animal species, aquaculture practices, marine protected areas

Vessels that pose an economic impact

Meet the definition of abandoned or derelict, but do not satisfy
any of the criteria listed above, may be sunk at depth, floating, and
vessels in trespass

Vessel seized under RCW 53.08.320 seeking reimbursement from
DVRA when the vessel was abandoned in a boatyard

dnr.wa.gov
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The DVRP works to protect all State Owned Aquatic Lands. Although the program receives its funding from recreational and commercial registrations within the State, the amount received is limited. However, the supply of vessels threating human safety and the environment out pace our limited resources so we prioritize which vessels to remove first based on those threats. When a vessel’s situation, priority and threat make it necessary for removal and the DVRP has the funds to accomplish the removal, the DVRP must follow RCW 79.100.040 in gaining custody. From the first day an intent to gain custody notice is posting on a vessel, it takes the program 30 days to gain legal custody. The DVRP cannot seize private property without due process and cannot immediately touch a vessel unless it is an imminent threat to human safety and the environment, in accordance with RCW 79.100.040(3). The DNR is not a response agency and RCW 79.100 is not compulsory for any authorized public entity. 
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Recreational and Vessel Turn-in Program vessels outnumber all other types of vessels we remove but military and commercial vessels shadow those numbers with cost per removal. 
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This explains the definition of Abandoned Vessel and Derelict Vessel according to the law. In order to utilized the Derelict Vessel Removal Act the vessel must meet the definition of abandoned or derelict. 
 
Abandoned doesn’t mean the owner abandoned the boat.  It means they can be known or unknown and are unwilling or unable to take control of their vessel.  And the vessel has been moored more than 30 days or more than a total of 90 days in a 365 day period.  

Derelict means the owner is known and exerts control of the vessel, but hasn’t moved it contrary to the moorage laws, has left it for seven consecutive days and it is in dander of sinking, obstructing waterways or endangering life or property.  (Example: Port Gamble vessel that ran aground, then ended up on the jetty.  Eelgrass restoration site.)
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17-19 total includes $33,000 to DOL for collection of funds. For 13-15 The DNR appropriation was $7.29 million from four fund sources. Most of the appropriation was one time funding from the Capital budget. 
Note that the DVRA is capped at 20% administrative cost so once we account for DOL expenditures, DNR agency overhead (such as building costs, legal costs, public relations and upper management), Aquatics management costs and necessary costs such as computers, cell phones, equipment, etc. the remaining funds cover enough for one employee to act as the program manager. All other staff are paid for out of other accounts. The funding that we didn’t spend in DVRA rolls over into next year. 




Vessel Turn-in Program
360-902-BOAT (2628)

Is your boat in
poor condition?

Is it less
than 45 ft?

Are you a WA
resident?
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These changes offers a suite of prevention and enforcement measures intended to decrease the number of vessels that become derelict. These measures are intended to decrease the costs to taxpayers by removing high-risk vessels from the waters of the state before they become derelict, and by enforcing existing aquatic regulations.
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Powerful results from our most compact grinder
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How can one notify DNR of an abandoned or derelict vessel?
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Questions?
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Agencies do not want to take vessels, they would prefer they vessel owner were responsible for their own vessels. 

Educate, motivate and encourage responsible vessel ownership.
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